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WincheU with antigay slurs, fatally
bludgeoned the 21-year-old as he slept
in the barracks.

^"We got any number of questions
front service raeinbers scared to death
tljat they would be the next vicnTO," Os-
bt^sa^ ."When you're called 'faggot'

(gieei^^on.a regular basis, ifs not
hard to imagine that violence

might strike you nest

..j'i; . /.Simply reporting that feazir
can lead to being discharged. ..

•^. 7-This aftermath of the WincheU mur-
-'i -(ier goes a longwaytoward explaining

.^v'^the huge increase in gay and lesbian
:Y^..discharges at military installaciona in

past year. Tlie-Paiiagon announced
service members in

'' the four m^'or brandies,were booted m
^^^::fiscaL year 2000(which endedSQWem-

S

B i

Painfiii
Wlocftell died(i 1999 after betng
bladsMftetfwjtfta teebail bat
whilehe siepf Is bis {Mrracks at
Fort CampbelliJCK
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I HI'- sr-i'iic 1.1 Ki.i lu III' siirc •

u !li, .-Miiiitijil Kir lo- III.
iin rcas'- Mil- -•'••M.iiiiiti s rcfinr;. r»--

\\ii:. nil!'- Kuii.iP' (•au>e() (iar»-

i> ri!'i>i. si.DN aim otm-r

ua; riLiti!'- :iia: anqri)'. df-

siaiu> iitio. I'd he surpnsed if we set-
aiiyii\mi: (.ihor man minor ttnkerins
wiih in«- policy ui tlu' ne\T fouryeais."

l\ en>, a spokesman for the gay
croup Lot: ( abm Republicans, aprees.
"Till- polim al reality, which was ip-
iion'tl until precUctal)ie resuius m

Ilia: till- iiuljiar\ has unique power u»
till' L ]\fr> says. "WV wain lo work
aIniicsKi. ."^LIA" and itiside the Penia-
uoii tc. ni;ik»' sure tliey are heannp our
poitii nf" vieu on a rtuniher of issues.
!iiii wr ha\ .' Id act cautiously."

^\ith Prc*»i(h'ni Bush's campaisn

SLDN charges that the Pentagon has
yet to fuIJy implement the antiharass-
ment plan, which includes a recom
mendation for rank-appropriate train
ing for all militan.- personnel. Early
thisyear. Pentagon officials pledged to
earn- out the guidelines, but Osbum
says It s too early lo lelJ just how care
fully the Bush administration and De
fense secretar\- Donald Rumsfeld will
ntonitor compliance mth the pledge.

Bush has tried to stake a middle
ground between those who advocate
allowing gays and lesbians to serve

openly in the mili-
tarj- and conserva-

jQQ tive groups lobby
ing for a return to a

blanket ban. Yet the

Republican White
House could prove
surprisingly sensi
tive to the plight of
gay and lesbian ser

vice members. In

1991. while he was

Defense secretary*,
Vice President Dick
Cheney—the father
of an openly lesbian
daughter—defend-

•••••ifll ed a high-level gay
^ civilian aide and
I dismissed the na-

uonai secuntj' ratio
nale for the ban as

't tell"
chestnut" bur de

fended the ban it

self days later.
Bush passed over the early front-

runner for his Defense secreiar>". Dan
Coats, when the former Indiana sena
tor suggested that "don'r ask. don't
leil' was not restnctive enough. .And
In one of his first moves as Defense
secretary-. Rumsfeld, a political mod
erate. named his friend Stephen Her-
bits. ar openly gay marketing execu
tive. to a 4^.-month consultancy on
civilian hiring, (.•\fter cnticism from
antigay groups. Herbits resigned after
only three months, j

In addition. Rumsfeld and a newly
appointed undersecretarv*. Dand Chu.
have ser\'ed in vanous capacities at
the centrist Rand Corp.. a pro-miiitar>*
chink tank. In 1993. while Rumsfeld
was on the Rand board, the organiza
tion s National Defense Research In-
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'•"inpromisc ilia: ri'siil((>(i in ihf "don •
;lsk. (lon'r ;»•!!' r(*i:uiaii()ii> Iicspiu- a
'•aliuf' laki'i; ii; iiik; Ma,\ niuiuiu
:lia: 7j" iM-lun-c tlia;
•^aV'- anc i'->i)ian- NiKMiiii [.«• iiirc<i lot-

ih'-antin: !citTr«- :fii'liiM-nanjc siaii>-
tu-"- Dill;. iimnMiirs ui di>.ip-

•".(•I, aiiiiiiic i:a\ ri-.;hi'« sup-
puHiT- lu^rl-^^

•fAi'nntM' la ;; pnsilioii ir. do »onu-
Ihiiii; a!nni! ;ii(. p»iiic\ hje. ;ui iiiUTt'Sl
:i; :i::iiini:'j iii>- iiuiui»'r>." M.)sk()> say.•^.
"li > :u(i t'\'i-ti DM :jif HiLsii adtnnustni-
:ioi.-- .'•aiiaj vcfcMii Tin.'* is nui ;i i'dh-

uri--- :hai woiiiii lik<' i<' l:i-i mm ilu-
ac; Tlif i'lMiiasoii is •^aiisficd wuli ilu-

jilf'dsv ic inajniam "cion'i ask. don'i
id! —and wiiji Congress almost e\en-

di\-idef! alone panisan lines—there
IS lirile pDllfical will lo olinunaie or
-•\cn liheralizi- the policy for {he fore-
se.-aitii- umiri- .-^s u result, advocates
lo! .i:a\ and Icsinan sennco members
arc lakiMRjui iiuTPmeniaJ approach by
loMiyinc rhf Pi'nta.ccn ami the Bush
.ulniitiisirauon ii> iiucrpret and on-
fiircc uie policv more fairly.

Topjjinc thr lisi of ircms needing (<i
!>f <'niorcc(i i> tin- Pentagons i;i-poini
.uuiharassnieni plan. a|)proved last
^'-ar l'\ ioriiier I>el(*nse secretai^'
\\illi;iiii ' uiii'ii in r<*s|)onse lo the
•\Viiu lu'll murder and lo a Pentagon
Mir\i-y ihai !(miiici ihai SO^n of uni-
loriiii'd men and women had heard
aniigav remarks in the preuous yeju-.
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^(itute pubhshetl a report coiKiu<lini;
that the ban on i^ays in rhe militar>-
coiiUl be i-ircuinvente<l without <iiuu-
at;in'4 the "order, liiscipline. ;u»cl in<li-
vittuai beiiavtor nt'cessar\" lo ukuu-
t;un i-ohesjon ;unl pert'omuuu-e. "

their Rand ^Ls.s»)cia{ij)n d«ji's
tiot tiecessarily mean Rumsfeld and

Chu support the study's findinus. it
does indii ate at least a fanuiiariiy
with the nonpanisan researfii.

p tjorn j'd a t reepmi» Loy ( ahni-
tsm in fhe White ({ouse ;ind in (lush's

tietVuse team/ Moskos says. -These

"There is no
question

that service
members are
making more

voliintaiy
statements,

and there
are fewer

investigations."
—Charles Moskos. chiefauthor

of "don't ask, don 't tell"

people are quietly roleranr. -.vhile

Clinton wore his colerance on his
sleeve. [ think a iot ot" people in rhe
militan" t^stabiishnient at rhis p«)int
would be willing to re\isit -jon r .isk.
(ion'r cell"—but only if ihev are
pushefl. and pushed hard."

Osbum. imwever. isn't hoidini» !us
breath. "There's no 'loubt rhe

Rumsfeld-dieney-Bush ream •voiitd
have •»normous fredibility if they
wanteii ro '^o for a boUi stroke. But

rhac s a vpr%' t)ii| ii." he say.s. •In rhe
meantime, we have ro keep chippinq
awav iinril we rind rhe nqht nme ro

stnke." •
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