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hordy after the motave behind
the slaying of Pfc. Barry
Winchell became public in
1899, C. Dixon Osburn’s
phone began to ring. Panicked
gay and lesbian enlistees were
seelang the advice of the executive di-
rector of Servicemembers Legal Defense
Network. Caller after caller sought to
avoid Winchell's fate without running
afoul of “don't ask, don't teil.”
“The murder shattered the illusion
3 that it was safe to be gay,” says Os-
s ¢ .7 burn of the-attack at the Fort Camp-
: - -~ bell, Ky., Army base, where a fellow
““enlistee, who was known to refer to
"% Winchell with antigay slurs, fatally
** bludgeoned the 2_1-yea.r—old as he slept
- in the barracks. "
" <n'We got any number of quesuons
from: service members scared to death
that they would be the next victim,” Os-
hmsays "When you're called ‘faggot’

4 “der goes a long way toward explaining
,:zthe huge increase in gay and lesbian
~;discharges-at military installations in
2 "the past year. The: Pentagon announced
¥ &a “June'L that:1,212 service members-in

Vv .momll (o

"'“Thrs aftermath -of the Winchell rmur-
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Barry Winchell’s legacy

Fear stemming from the young private's murder
could be the reason behind the highest number
of gay discharges since 1993 BY CHRis BuLL

“When you're
called ‘faggot’
and ‘queer’ on
a regular basis,
it’s not hard
to imagine that
violence might
strike you next.
Simply reporting
that fear can
lead to being
discharged.”

—C. Dixon Osburn, SLDN
executive director

ber 30) for violauny “don't ask. don':
rell.” Another 19 discharges were re-

. purted for the Coast Guard. The num-

bers reflect a 1T% increase over 1999
and the highest number since the poli-
¢y was implemented in 1993. At least
161 of those discharges. or 12%. came
from Fort Campbell alone.

Andgay harassment is at the heart of
the crossfire over the skyrocketng sta-
tistics. According to the Pentagon re-
port, 1106 enlistees ousted under *don't
ask. don't tell.” or 91%, received “state-
ment discharges™ They came out as gay
or lesbian to commanding officers—
automatic grounds for dismissal. But
after Winchell's murder. SLDN blamed
Fort Campbell's former commanding
general, Maj. Gen. Robert Clark, for cre-
ating an environment where harassment
went unchecked and gay and lesbian en-
listees were forced to identify them-
selves to seek protection.

“There is no question that service »
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status quo. I'd be surpnsed if we see
anvthing other than minor tinkering
with the pohey in the next four vears.”

Revan Ivers. a spokesman for the gay
group Log Cabin Republicans, agrees.
“The pohnical reality. which was 18-
nored with predictable results in 199:;.
1= that the nulitany has urugue power in
the U0 Ivers savs, *We want 1o work
wongside SLDN and inside the Penta-
gon 1o mike sure thev are heanng our
pomt of view on a number of 1ssyes.
But we have 1o act cautiously.”

With President Bush's campaign

[ R

pledge 1o maitam “don’t ask. don't
tell"—and with Congress wimost even-
v divided along partisan lines—there
i~ hirtie politcal will o elinunate or
even liberalize the poliey for the fore-
sevable future. As a result. advocates
for sav and lesbian sermvice members
ire taking an imeremental approach by
lobbying the Pentagon and the Bush
afdnumstration to iterpret and en-
foree the policy more farly.

Topping the lisi of items needing 1o
be entoreed s the Pentagon’s L-poit
anttharassment plan. approved last
Lear by former Defense secretary
Wallhiim Cahen in response 1o the
Winchell murder and 10 a Pentagon
survey that found that S0% of uni-
formed men and women had heard
antizay remarks in the previous vear.

on’t tell”

SLDN charges that the Pentagon has
vet to fully implement the antiharass-
ment plan. which includes a recom-
mendation for rank-appropriate train-
ing for all militarv personnel. Early
this vear. Pentagon officials pledged to
carry oul the guidelines, but Osburn
S4Vs 1S 100 early to tell just how care-
fully the Bush adrurustration and De-
lense secretary Donald Rumsfeld will
monitor compliance with the pledge.

Bush has tried to stake a middle
ground between those who advocate
allowing gavs and lesbians to serve
openly in the mili-
tary and conserva-
tive groups lobby-
Ing for a return to a
blanket ban. Yet the
Republican White
House could prove
surprisingly sensi-
tive to the plight of
gay and lesbian ser-
vice members. In
1991. while he was
Defense secretary,
Vice President Dick
Chenev—the father
of an openly lesbian
daughter—defend-
ed a high-level gay
civilian aide and
dismissed the na-
uonal securnry ratio-
nale for the ban as
“a bit of an old
chestnut”™ burt de-
fended the ban it-
self days later.

Bush passed over the early front-
runner for his Defense secretary, Dan
Coats. when the former Indiana sena-
tor suggested thar “don't ask. don't
tell” was not restrictive enough. And
in one of his first moves as Defense
secretary. Rumsfeld. a political mod-
erate. named his triend Stephen Her-
bits. an openly gav marketing execu-
tive, to a 4%-month consultancy on
civilian hiring. (After criticism from
antigay groups. Herbits resigned after
only three months. )

In addition. Rumsfeld and a newly
appointed undersecretary. David Chu.
have served in various capacities at
the centrist Rand Corp.. a pro-military
think tank. In 1993. while Rumsfeld
was on the Rand board. the organiza-
tion's National Defense Research In-
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stitute published a report concluding
that the ban on gays in the nulitary
could be circumvented without (umn-
aging the “order. discipline, and indi-
vidual behavior necessary o neun-
taun cohesion and perfomumnce,”

While therr Rand association does
not necessarily mean Rumsfeld and
Chu support the study’s findings.
tdoes indicate at least a lamiliariry
wirh the nonpamisan cesearch,

“I've noticed a creeping Lov Cabin-
1ismomn the SWhite House and in Bush's
defense ream.” Moskos savs, “These

“There is no
question
that service
members are
making more
voluntary
statements,
and there
are fewer
mvestigations.”

—{harles Moskos, chief author
of “don’t ask, don't tell”

people are quietly rolerant. while
Clinton waore his tolerance on his
sleeve. [ rhink a lot of people in rhe
mulitary establishment at rhis point
would be willing ro revisit “lon’t ask.
don't rell’—but only if thev are
pushed. and pushed hard.”

Osburn. however. 1sn't holding his
brearh. "There's no doubr rhe
Rumsreld-Chenev-Bush team would
have enormous credibility 1f they
wanted o 40 for a bold srroke. But
that’s a very big of.” he savs. *In rhe
meanume. we have ro Keep chipping
awav until we rind rhe right rime o
stnke.” W

/== Fingmore informarian on the Pantagon's resort and on
— 5L af www.zovocate.com
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